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GARDINLER CITY COUNCIL Crematorium moritorium on agenda

ECHELE COOPER

10/26/2009

GARDINIER - Councilors will hold a public hearing followed by a special
meeting Tuesday to discuss a temporary prohibition on crematoriums.

"Certainly, folks who have something to say about the subject will be heard," said Mayor Andrew Mclean, who

added he would offer an opening statement at the miceting,

‘The moratorium order says a crematory will impact a High Density Residential District and requires a study. If
passed, the moratorium would last untl Aprl 25, 2010.

The hearing 15 4 pm. at City Hall,

Russcll Greenleaf, president of the Oak Grove Cemetery Association, 1 seeking approval from the Planning
Board to move crematory cquipment into an existing receiving tomb where bodies once were kept during winter.
More than 60 people turned out for a Planming Board meeting last week to air their concerns, Many of their

homes abut the Danforth Street cemetery, and concerns ranged from health to increased traffic and declining
property values.

Toxic cmissions, including mereury, are reles

ed from dental fillings when human remains are incinerated,
according to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

Planning Board members toured the proposed site for the crematorium on Thursday.

"I think this 15 the best thing the ity of Gardiner has done for some time,” said Councilor George L'rask. "1 feel
& J > &
the Plinning Board overstep their Lounds.”

ITe said the Planning Board chainvoman, Patrcia Hart, made a mistake when she, at the July 22 Planning Board
meeting, told Greenleaf that he should get a council member or the mayor to sponsor a change to the city's Land
Use Ordinance to allow a crematory ina High Density Residential District.

Councilor Robert Johnston, on behalf of Greenleaf, sponsored a change to the Land Use Ordinance to add
"erematory™ to the district use chart, to "amend the definition of cemetery and to add a definition for creratory.”

"He sponsored the crematorium issue and that's how it got on the council agenda to change the ordinance,”

r & & & ’
Trask sad. "I feel the Planming Board has no business recommending to anybody how to go about getting ths.
([art) overstepped her bounds, and she should step down as chairman.”

art declined to comment on her recommendation to Greenleaf or about his application to the Planning Board.

Trask said 1t's notjust the location that is worrisome, Tle said this iy a moncey making operation and no one has
scen a business plan with the expected cost of operation and revenue,

Greenleaf said revenue from the crematorium will help the assoctation with the needed funds to maintain the
cemetery.

According 1o funeraladvice.com, the cost of crematons varies greatly from state to state, hovering somewhere
Lerween S800 for a direct cremation, the least expensive option, to 83,000 that would include a memorial service
and other services.

"Our best caleulation for two years is that there will be no money making,” Greenleaf said.

‘T'rask said he would rather sce the city take over the cemetery rather than have a crematorium move into a
residential area and have the city lose tax revenue from what he said would be a devaluing of people's properties.

Mechele Cooper -- 623-3811, ext. 408
mecoopergeentralmaine.com

send Queston/Comment to the Publis
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GARDINER Crematorium moratorium

BY MECHIE & (COOPER

10i28/2009

GARDINER -- Councilors on Tuesday voted unanimously to impose a
prohibition on crematories for 180 days,

The moratorium was in response (o opposition to a crematorium proposed for Oak Grove Cemetery. The 27-
acre cemetery at 45 Danforth St is surrounded by a ITigh Density Residential district.

More than 60 people attended a Planning Board meceting Oct. 13 to discuss a proposal from the Oak Grove
Cemetery Assocation (o turn a reeeiving tomb, where bodies were onee were l\upt 1 winler, mto a cremalory.

Coneerns ranged from declining property values to toxic emissions.
About the same number of people attended the public hearing followed by a special council meeting on Tuesday.
‘The moratorium will last unnl Apnl 25, 2010,

Counailor Robert Johnston stressed the importance of quickly establishing a process to review the proposal. e

U
Association, business people and residents.

sted forming a committee that would include offictals, representatives of the Oak Grove Cemetery

"We have to have the ability to sit down and work through these things,” Johnston said. "1f we leave here tonight
with just @ moratorium, my view is, we've only done halfa job.”

Mayor Andrew Mclean said he will discuss it with staff and councilors and let people know how he will procecd
at the next counal meeting, scheduled for 6 pam. Nov. 4 at City Tall,

Johnston said it was important to keep the public involved in the process,
"It seems to me our neighbors came here with a lot of good faith and honesty,” Johnston said.

Imade Shettleworth, the Maine Thstone Preservation Commussion director who restdes in Gardiner, said officials
need more time to consider the histonical significance of the tomb and adjoining office, which dates back to 1890.

"Ihere really needs to be a time o step back and deal with the many wsues with the crematorum,” Shetdewarth
said. "You'll have an opportunity in a structured inclusion process to come up with a good long-term solution.”

Russell Greenleaf, president of the Oak Grove Cemetery Assocation, said the cemetery association s not
completcly against a moratorium, but he wanted to make sure association members could participate in the

process.

Mclean assuced him that all partics involved would work through the issues together. But Mel can said the

moratorium would prohibit any further discussion between the association and the Planning Board.

"The range of issues before the applicant is pretty clear,” McLean said. "You're free to discuss it within the
association and perhaps with the council, but the Planning Board is aciing as a quasi-judicial role... Their judicial
role will be preserved in case this matter comes back 1o them."

Mechele Cooper -- 623-3811, ext. 408

mcooper{eentralmaine.com
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