
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
GARDINER CITY COUNCIL 

Wednesday, July 7, 2010 
City Council Chambers  

 
 
CALL TO ORDER  7 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL – All Councilors present  
 

Consideration of Comments from the Public on Issues that Do Not Appear Elsewhere on the 
Agenda    No public comment    
 
Public Hearing on Crematorium in Oak Grove Cemetery 

 
William MacDonald, 171 Brunswick Ave, attended a meeting last fall because he had no idea what 
the cremation process was.   He did some research and was wondering how many cremations will 
take place in a year and that during the committee process it was unclear how whether there would 
be on or two units.   He presented copies of “What is Cremation” for the Council.   He is against 
the proposal due to the lack of information provided by the applicant. 
 
Lincoln Luken, 22 Elm St, wanted to hear the opinion of engineers on how to fix the existing 
buildings and what it will cost in reference to it’s proposed use. 
 
Dave Wainwright, 10 Heselton St, presented aerial  photos from Google Earth of four cemeteries in 
Maine outside of residential neighbors.    
 
John Cole, 43 Heselton St,  spoke about the pro-side of increasing the business,  taxes and 
employment.  On the con side, there would be a decrease of property value, maybe health issues.  
He recommended the proposal be stopped and should be a no.   If the Councilors can’t say no, it 
should go to public vote. 
 
Ralph Clark, 61 Pierce St, does not agree with this proposal.   He called attention to the Oak Grove 
Cemetery Association and that the president, Rusty Greenleaf, also has a personal interest.   The 
financial statement shows the cemetery is not poor and they should not have a crematorium at the 
cemetery location. 
 
Nicole Vining , 64 Pierce St, uses the cemetery for walking and would not feel comfortable walking 
knowing loved ones were being cremated.   She wants the City to look elsewhere for new location 
for the crematory. 
 
Ed Potter, 17 Heselton St, heard the Oak Grove Association was looking into various options.   He 
does not believe all the alternatives have been explored.   He is also concerned about the resale of 
homes. 
 
Joe Donahue, 74 Lincoln Ave, is very disappointed with the committee’s final report.   Is it 
compatible with High Density area?   Is it compatible in a location with soldiers and history on 
tombstones?   Feels this is a no brainer and it is difficult to know undo a “mistake”.   He encouraged 
Council to correct this mistake. 
 



Rita Bouchard, Lincoln Ave, not clear if the City or state will monitor for emissions and noise 
controls.   At two meetings it was discussed that due to religious reasons this may be running nights 
or on weekends.   Cemetery is a historic site and Gardiner is a precious gem 
 
Lynn Gerard, 11 Gary St, and her husband have tried to be good neighbors and have offered to help 
open and close gates at night to help prevent vandalism.   They are opposed to the location, not the 
crematory.   Patty Martin, Oak Grove Board Member and resident of Plummer St for 33 years.   She 
understands and respects the emotions in reference to sound; however, the Carriage house was 
vandalized for the second time in a couple of months and no one has heard a sound.   She feels 
noise is not an issue.   She is in favor of Crematorium. 
 
Mark Gosline is a trustee for Oak Grove, explained that the association has been dealing with this 
for 10 years.   The State law states it has to be in a cemetery.  They are trying to be proactive and 
keep the cemetery operating and out of City possession.   Oak Grove is here to be good neighbors.  
Rusty Greenleaf and Vic Tessari are outstanding citizens.   The Crematory proposal will bring the 
historic buildings up to standards.   He asked the Councilors to look at report and support the 
proposal as the committee did.   Councilor Trask inquired about the association’s funds and feels 
there is a lot of money in the association. 
 
8:35 p.m. Mayor MacLean closed the public hearing and took a recess before Discussion and Q & 
A. with the Applicant 
8:47 p.m. Mayor MacLean called the meeting back to order 
 

Discussion and Q&A with Crematorium Applicant 
Rusty Greenleaf, President of Oak Grove Association and resident of Gardiner, explained that the 
association estimates 300 cremations.  The Association has nothing to hide; they have always 
answered information requests within 24 hours.    1600 degrees is hot; however, household boilers 
burn at 2400 degrees.   He found it interesting that there is concern about the historic building; 
however, no one has mentioned a money proposal to fix the buildings.   It is a privately owned 
building by the Association.   In the aerial photos of Mt Hope, there is a residential complex in the 
neighborhood with a pool.   All the towns with current crematories were asked if property values 
declined and not one town responded that it did.    There was a comment made that the association 
has not collected the cemetery funds from the City, there are not checks waiting to be picked up.    
Rusty offered to step down as President of the association and the board did not want him to.   
Comments have been made about other locations for the crematory.   Unless the property abuts the 
current property, it cannot be used.  As far as the Trust Funds in the financial reports, only interest 
can be spent.   Vic and Rusty would never bring anything detrimental to the City.   The board voted 
not to have the land owner closes the gates.   The deed states that property owner right of way was 
deeded prior to current owner.     
 
Councilor Hart – What are the source of funds?   Victor explained they are from lot sales and there 
are restrictions of the fund.    Councilor Johnston asked how the funds were managed.   Victor 
stated there are criteria to generate revenue.   There is a business plan and state laws to follow.   
Councilor home asked if the association had money invested.  Victor and Rusty would form a non-
profit corporation to fix buildings and buy equipment.   The cremation rate has gone from 30% ten 
years ago to 60% today.   Councilor Holmes asked if this does not pass is the Cemetery going to the 
City.   Vic said they never said that would happen.    Councilor Trask asked if Coffin Engineering 
was hired.   Rusty explained they hired Steve McGee and McGee hired Coffin.   Councilor Trask 
wanted to know how many cremations are done and cost.   Victor explained that Staples has approx. 



100 per year and the cost is $350.   Councilor Trask stated he will not approve the proposal Rusty 
told the Council he was called at home by Councilor Trask with his approval in the past.     
 
Councilor Thompson thanked Rusty and the public for coming.   His concern was why the number 
of stacks changed since the application and was told that a second one was needed in case of the 
first one not working.   Councilor Thompson wanted to know what other options had been looked 
at.   Rusty explained the state rules of the cemetery and that there are monthly and quarterly reports 
filed with the state.    Councilor Leak asked if all the board members were in support of this.  Rusty 
explained that one member did resign, but not because of this issue.   Rusty explained that all board 
members own plots in the cemetery.  Councilor Johnston asked about an earlier reference to private 
property?   Rusty explained that the lots are owned by people which make the cemetery private 
property.     
 
Mayor MacLean asked if the board would consider another location if state law allowed.   Rusty 
thought they would, but would need to discuss it with them.    Mayor MacLean stated that Rep. 
Hanley was going to put a bill in to get the current laws and restrictions changed, however, the 
earliest this could happen would be mid-winter.       
 
Consideration of Accepting the Crematorium Committee 6/30/10 Report 
 Councilor Thompson mad a motion to accept the Crematorium Committee report from 
6/30/10; second by Councilor Johnston.  Vote:  Unanimous 
 
Councilor Johnston made a motion to dissolving the Crematorium Committee and thanked the 
residents for their time and dedication; second by Councilor Thompson.  Vote:  Unanimous 
 
Public Hearing held on liquor License Renewal for Janelle’s restaurant 
   No public Comment 

 
 Councilor Thompson made a motion to accept the consent agenda:  

Consideration of Minutes 5/5, 5/12 
Consideration of June Warrants 
Consideration of Liquor License Renewal for Janelle’s Restaurant 

Second by by Councilor Trask.  Vote:  Unanimous 
 

CITY MANAGER REPORT - None 
 
COUNCIL DISCUSSION - None 
 
ADJOURNMENT   9:50 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
J Tillson 


